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The time and place of an IC rules hearing is always
listed in the notice of public hearing. The IC lists notices
of public hearings in seven newspapers throughout the
state. It also attaches copies of notices with copies of
the rules that are distributed to IC district offices and
BWC service offices. You may also call the IC’s Legal
Services section at (614) 466-3157 for this information.
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The Industrial Commission of Ohio (IC) serves injured
workers and Ohio employers through expeditious and
impartial resolution of issues arising from workers’
compensation claims and through establishment of
adjudication policy.

THE HEARING PROCESS

The State of Ohio charges the IC with resolving disputes
over the payment of compensation and medical benefits
in claims filed for work-related injuries and occupational
diseases. The IC conducts hearings at its offices
throughout Ohio for the convenience of the employees
and the employers, and makes decisions in all contested
workers’ compensation claims.

The IC comprises three commissioner members
ominated by the Governor and approved by the Ohio
ate. One member represents the public, one member
esents employees, and one member represents

nsation claim is contested, the IC
re a district hearing officer (DHO).

: The IC conducts the hearing at its office nearest the

| injured worker’s residence. If a party is dissatisfied with
| the DHO’s decision, that party may make an appeal in
writing and file it within-14 days of receipt of that decision.

The law guarantees injured workers and employers the
right to appeal a DHO’s decision to the staff hearing
officer (SHO) level. If a party is dissatisfied with the DHO
decision, an SHO conducts a second hearing.

a party is dissatisfied with the SHO's decision, that

a) ma}'e an appeal in writing and file it with the
nust make the appeal within 14 days of
SHO decision.

The IC will decide if an appeal is to be accepted for hearing
before its commissioners, or refuse to hear such an appeal.
If either party is not satisfied with the decision of the IC,
or if the IC refuses to hear an appeal filed from an SHO
determination, the employee or employer may file an

involve a decision on extent of disability.

WHAT RULES ARE REQUIRED

State law requires the IC to adopt governing rules. These
rules include general policy matters, operating procedures,
assignment of responsibilities, and a code of ethics. The
law requires the IC to review each of its rules at least
once every five years.

STEPS IN THE RULES PROCESS

The main steps in the IC’s rules-making process are:

1. Review/drafting of a rule by the IC;

2. Proposal of rules to the Joint Committee on Agency
Rule Review (JCARR);

3. Public notice of rule proposal and public hearing;

4. Consideration of comments from hearing and comment
period;

5. Finalization of rules.

of the rule with the JCARR, the Secretary of State, the
Legislative Service Commission (LSC), and the Office of
Small Business. These organizations keep rules on file
for public review. Every IC district office and Bureau of
Workers’ Compensation (BWC) service office also make
copies of rules available at no cost to the public.

After the IC files a proposed rule it must conduct a
- public hearing between 31 and 40 days after that filing,
and provide notice of the public hearing at least 30 days
before the date of hearing. The notice of public hearing
cludes a summary of each rule the 1C will consider at

to an existing rule or briefly describe any new rule that
the IC is considering. -

The IC publishes its notice of public hearing in seven
newspapers throughout the state. The notice, along with
copies of the rules, are distributed to the above-mentioned
state agencies and posted in every office of the IC and
the BWC.

appeal in the appropriate state court, if the order does not -

If the 1C adopts; émends, or rescinds a rule, it files copies |

the hearing. These summaries will describe any change

The IC conducts its public hearings to consider a
proposed rule at its offices at 30 West Spring Street
in Columbus. It encourages the public to attend
hearings to make comments or state concerns about
proposed ruies. If attending a public hearing is not
possible, individuals may submit comments before
and after the hearing in the following ways:

Mail written comments to:

The Industrial Commission of Ohid, Legal
Services, 30 West Spring Street, Level 9,
Columbus, OH 43215;

Fax comments to:

Legal Services at (§14) 728-5517; or
Telephone: Legal Services at (800) 521-2691 or
(614) 466-3157 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
weekdays.

|
|
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AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING

After listening to comments at the public hearing,
the IC may consider changes to the rule and

re-file it. If the IC makes no changes, the public has
another opportunity to comment on the rule. JCARR
conducts public hearings to consider the rules filed
by each state agency, and the public is weicome to
comment on any of the rules on the agenda of-a -
JCARR hearing. For more information about JCARR
or rules it considers, write or visit JCARR at 77 South
High Street, Concourse Level, Columbus, OH 43215.
The JCARR website, www.jcarr.state.oh.us, has
information about its operations.

WHERE TO FIND INDUSTRIAL

COMMISSION RULES
The public can obtain copies of current IC rules at
no cost by writing to Legal Services, 30 West Spring
Street, Level 9, Columbus, OH 43215, or by calling
Legal Services at (800) 521-2691 or (614) 466-3157.
Links to the Ohio Administrative Code, which contains
rules of the IC and rules of other state agencies, may
be found at the State of Ohio’s web page, www. at
oh.us. The state’s web page is also.ace
the IC's web page, www.ic.state

If you have « disability that requ
hearing, please contact 1
Interpreter services
available through




