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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 
DATE:  June 18, 2026   
TIME:  1:00pm   
LOCATION: Teleconference and Punderson Conference Room 
  35 E Chestnut Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215  
 
This meeting will be held by teleconference and in person. If you would like to submit oral testimony, please attend the 
meeting site location or call in at the date and time to 1-614-721-2972. Then enter the meeting I.D # which is 146 658 081#. 
Written testimony may also be submitted electronically to rules@childrenandyouth.ohio.gov. 
 
Pursuant to section 5104.53 and in accordance with Chapter 119 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Ohio Department of Children and 
Youth gives notice of the department's intent to consider the adopting of 5180:6-2-01, 5180:6-2-02, and 5180:6-2-03 of the 
Administrative Code as identified below and of a public hearing thereon. 
 
The Department of Children and Youth (DCY) is adopting Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) rules 5180:6-2-01, 5180:6-2-02, 5180:6-2-
03 to implement the Ohio Preschool Program (OPP) into Ohio Administrative Code. DCY is adopting the provisions listed in the 
rules below to establish eligibility and participation criteria for children, families, and early care and education programs enrolled 
in the OPP.    
 
OAC 5180:6-2-01 "Family eligibility requirements for the Ohio preschool program" is being adopted and outlines the requirements 
families are to meet in order to be eligible for the OPP.   

• Defined terms that will be used throughout Chapter 5180:6-2 and this rule of the Administrative Code.   
• Explained that a child participating in the OPP is to be a citizen of the United States and resident of Ohio and abide by the 

school district's residence policy. The child's family is to be at or below the current Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL). Additionally, the child is not to be age-eligible to attend kindergarten and they are to meet certain age 
requirements for participation.  

• Explained OPP grant presumptive eligibility, which means preschool aged children are to meet age criteria and be an 
active member of any of the following benefits: supplemental nutrition assistance program (SNAP), 
temporary assistance to needy families (TANF) or Medicaid.   

• Explained copayment requirements, including how they are calculated.  
• Explained what situations may cause a child to become ineligible for the OPP, including if the family fails to abide by the 

agreement established between the OPP or residency status changes.   
• Detailed how families can apply for enrollment in the OPP, which includes submitting a complete application and 

supporting documentation.   
• Defined the income exceptions that would make a child eligible for the OPP in the event other qualifying activity criteria 

are met.   
• Outlined how families can remain eligible for participation in the OPP.  
• Added that OPP authorized children may have a combination of publicly funded child care (PFCC) or child care voucher 

program (CCVP) provided funds are not claimed for overlapping hours of service or service provided at the same OPP.   
  
 
OAC 5180:6-2-02 "Ohio preschool program eligibility and requirements" is being adopted and outlines the requirements early care 
and education programs are to meet in order to be eligible for the OPP.   
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• Defined terms that will be used throughout Chapter 5180:6-2 and this rule of the Administrative Code.   
• Established eligibility criteria for early care and education programs. They are to be licensed by DCY to serve preschool-

aged children, be silver or gold rated in the Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) program and have an active provider 
agreement serving children in high-need areas as determined by DCY. Additional criteria include that early care 
and education programs are to enroll and serve one or more children enrolled in the OPP, operate for 
specific timeframes within the year, and abide by the stipulations of the OPP program as established by DCY.  

• Outlined ongoing responsibilities for early care and education programs participating in the OPP. The requirements 
include following DCY-established guidelines, documentation and recordkeeping requirements.   

• Explained how DCY will monitor the early care and education programs participating in the OPP through monitoring 
visits, review of records and fiscal requirements.   

• Explained the steps DCY will take if it is determined that an early care and education program is not in compliance with 
the requirements of Chapter 5180:6 of the Administrative Code.   

• Explained the reasons a program may become ineligible for participation in the OPP.   
• Outlined what will happen to funding if the early care and education program has its funding eliminated or if they do not 

meet financial standards.   
• Explained how payments are calculated and disbursed for participation in the OPP.   

  
OAC 5180:6-2-03 "County department of job and family services responsibilities for the Ohio preschool program" is being adopted 
and outlines the responsibilities of the county agencies for the OPP.   

• The county is responsible for determining family eligibility within ten business days of receiving a completed application.  
• If an application for OPP is incomplete, the county agency is to obtain missing supporting documentation and complete 

the determinations within thirty calendar days.  
• Outlined the documentation that is to be maintained by the county agency, including complete and incomplete 

applications and supporting documentation.  
• Explained that the county is responsible for collaborating with families by processing changes timely, 

explaining document submission requirements, and determining eligibility timely.   
 
A copy of the proposed rule is available, without charge, to any person affected by the rules at the address listed below. The rules 
are also available on the internet at http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/.  
 
A public hearing on the proposed rules will be held at the date, time, and location listed at the top of this notice. Either written or 
oral testimony will be taken at the public hearing. Additionally, written comments submitted or postmarked no later than the date 
of the public hearing will be treated as testimony. 
 
Requests for a copy of the proposed rules or comments on the rules should be submitted to the attention of DCY Rules Coordinator 
by mail to the Ohio Department of Children and Youth, Legal Division, PO Box 183204, Columbus, Ohio 43218, or by e-mail at 
rules@childrenandyouth.ohio.gov.  
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